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Religious Education Subject Knowledge Audit

At this stage, how comfortable are you with the prospect of teaching Religious Education?

You should use the audit as a reference document to support you in identifying which areas of Religious Education you will need to work on to ensure you have the appropriate level of knowledge to teach that area effectively. Discuss the audit with your subject mentor who can help you strengthen areas of weakness. It will also show your expertise in other areas.
Use the following key to indicate your confidence in teaching different aspects of Religious Education
1. Very confident- with a bit of revising could teach at A Level
2. Confident for GCSE but will need some consistent work for A Level
3. Confident for KS3 but would need some consistent work for GCSE, but not confident for A Level
4. Not confident at KS3
Name:  										Date:
	Introduction.
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	An understanding of national framework of Religious Studies in the UK
	
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge of a SACRE agreed syllabus

	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of the differences between World religions and Worldview’s approach
	
	
	
	
	

	Engagement with wider academic texts on RE education
	
	
	
	
	



	Christianity
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	The Nature of God and the Trinity
	
	
	
	
	

	Creation
	
	
	
	
	

	The life and teachings of Jesus
	
	
	
	
	

	The Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus
	
	
	
	
	

	Sources of wisdom and authority – The Bible, The Church and Jesus
	
	
	
	
	

	Judgement, Heaven, Hell and Purgatory
	
	
	
	
	

	Christian Festivals – Easter and Christmas 
	
	
	
	
	

	Sacraments – Baptism and Holy Communion 
	
	
	
	
	

	Denominational differences 
	
	
	
	
	

	The Mission of the Church – mission, evangelism, charity, reconciliation etc.
	
	
	
	
	



	Islam
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	The Nature of Allah
	
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge of the origins of the Islamic faith
	
	
	
	
	

	The Six Articles of Faith – Sunni Islam
	
	
	
	
	

	The 5 Roots of Usul -ad-Din – Shia Islam
	
	
	
	
	

	Sources of Authority – Holy books including the Qur’an, Hadith and Sunnah. 
	
	
	
	
	

	The Five Pillars of Islam – Sunni
	
	
	
	
	

	The 10 Obligatory Acts - Shia
	
	
	
	
	

	Festivals – Eid ul Adha, Eid ul Fitr and Ashura 
	
	
	
	
	



	Judaism
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	Nature of God, the creator and the lawgiver with reference to the Ten Commandments
	
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge of the origins of the Jewish faith
	
	
	
	
	

	The nature and role of the Messiah with reference to prophecies of Elijah and others
	
	
	
	
	

	The role of Abraham and the Covenant at Sinai and the Mitzvot
	
	
	
	
	

	The features and functions of the Synagogue, the Sabbath and the Talmud and Tanakh
	
	
	
	
	

	The features and functions of Jewish rituals and ceremonies including the Sabbath, Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s, the Brit Milah, kosher foods and Jewish festivals
	
	
	
	
	





	Hinduism
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	The beliefs about Brahman including Nirguna and Saguna
	
	
	
	
	

	The Tri-murti and the individual roles of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva
	
	
	
	
	

	The roles of various male and female deities including Ganesha and Lakshmi
	
	
	
	
	

	The concepts of atman, samsara and moksha
	
	
	
	
	

	The different impacts of Hindu beliefs on key practices including representation of the divine, shrines and worship or meditation
	
	
	
	
	



	Buddhism
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	The concept of Dharma
	
	
	
	
	

	The Three Marks of Existence (Anicca, Anatta, Dukkha) 
	
	
	
	
	

	The Four Sights and their impact
	
	
	
	
	

	Th the significance of Buddha’s early life 
	
	
	
	
	

	The significance of the Four Noble Truths (dukkha, Samudaya, Tanha, Magga)
	
	
	
	
	

	Buddhist practices including the 5 Precepts and different types of meditation
	
	
	
	
	



	Sikhi
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	The nature of God and the Mool Mantra
	
	
	
	
	

	Karma and rebirth and the aim of Mukti
	
	
	
	
	

	The importance of Gurmukh as opposed to Manmukh
	
	
	
	
	

	The role of the Ten Gurus beginning with Guru Nanak and ending with The Guru Granth Sahib
	
	
	
	
	

	The Khalsa and the 5 K’s
	
	
	
	
	

	Ways of Sikh living – worship, prayer, Sewa, the Sangat, festivals and pilgrimage.
	
	
	
	
	



	Philosophy
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	The cosmological argument
	
	
	
	
	

	The design argument according to Paley
	
	
	
	
	

	Anselm’s theory
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious experiences referencing specific examples and scholarly thought
	
	
	
	
	

	The challenges to religious experience from philosophy and science
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious language
	
	
	
	
	

	The Problem of Evil with reference to scholarly thought
	
	
	
	
	



	Ethics
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Action and evidence

	Deontological ethics – Kant, Divine Command Theory, Natural Moral Law
	
	
	
	
	

	Teleological ethics – Situation Ethics, Utilitarianism, Virtue theory
	
	
	
	
	

	Application of ethical theories to issues of human life – embryo research, capital punishment, abortion and euthanasia.
	
	
	
	
	

	Application of ethical theories to issues of non human life – animals for food, experimentation and blood sports 
	
	
	
	
	

	The concept of the Conscience – religious, sociological and psychological responses.
	
	
	
	
	

	Free will and Determinism – religious, scientific and psychological responses.
	
	
	
	
	

	Meta ethics – Intuitionism, utilitarianism and divine command theory
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